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liberal feeling might have applauded even an endeavour to
give some little fame beyond the memories of contemporary
admirers. There is something grateful in the very notion
that verse is trying to repay some of the charm it has
derived from the organs of the actress. And surely if, in
the language of either Gibber or Lloyd or Sheridan, the
art of the great actor leaves no memorial, unlike every other
effort of genius, we are doubly called upon to perpetuate
what we can of gifts so singularly circumscribed , not as
some would represent them, the mere mimicry of man, but
arising out of the most vivid imagination of his nature,
passions, and habits, and a power of becoming steadily all
that the fancy suggests as constituting any individual exist-
ence.

Mrs. Siddons having acted for the benefits of the four
leading actors in tragedy, Messrs. Smith, Palmer, Bensley,
and Brereton, during her first brilliant season, on the igth
of May performed Shore for the Theatrical Fund. This
was followed by a repetition of Zara on her sister's night ;
and on the fifth of June, with Isabella, for the twenty-third
time, the doors of Drury Lane play-house

' Shut up in measureless content.7

In looking to the comparative popularity of the characters
acted by Mrs. Siddons, the triumph was unquestionably
with Southerners Isabella, which she played twenty-two
times in her first season. Rowe, to his Jane Shore and
Calista, had of each fourteen performances ; Otway's
exquisite Belviderahad thirteen repetitions; Murphy eleven
for his Grecian Daughter; Congreve's Zara was acted
thrice, and she kept her friend Hull's Fatal Interview alive
till the author's third day : neither his own merits nor those
of his heroine could do more for this weak imitation ^ of
Lillo in prose. We are here presented with the astonishing
total of eighty performances in one season of characters full
of emotion and fatigue, an effort beyond any parallel, and as
to excellence beyond all praise.

Nor was any rest allowed our charming actress. On
the gth of June, in company with the Breretons, she set
off post for Ireland 5 the party took up F. Aickin by the